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GEN.  JOHN  STARK'S  HOME  FARM. 

A  PAPER  READ  BEFORE   THE   MANCHESTER    HISTORIC  AS- 
SOCIATION   OCTOBER    7,    1903,   BY    ROLAND    ROWELL. 

Nearly  two  hundred  years  ago,  when  one  of  the  principal 
•occupations  of  the  men  in  this  part  of  the  country  was  that  of 
-dividing  among  themselves  the  land  that  of  right  belonged  to 
others,  the  government  of  Massachusetts  granted  eight  hun- 
dred acres  to  Samuel  Thaxter  in  what  is  now  our  city  of  Man- 
chester. The  exact  boundaries  of  this  grant  were  indefinite, 
as  it  was  the  custom  in  those  days  of  not  counting  swamp, 
sandy  or  other  worthless  land  as  a  part  of  the  grant.  If  a  man's 
lot  was  one  hundred  acres  it  might  cover  five  hundred  or  more 
;acres,  for  they  intended  to  have  one  hundred  acres  of  tillable 
land,  and,  as  the  land  was  not  theirs,  they  usually  took  pretty 
good  measure.  In  the  Thaxter  grant  the  surveyor  adds 
"thirty  acres  for  sagg  of  Chane  and  fifty  acres  for  a  pond." 
As  this  grant  originally  ran  three  miles  east  from  the  river, 
the  pond  mentioned  was-  without  doubt  Stevens's  pond  on  the 
Bridge-street  extension,  a  very  liberal  allowance  for  this  small 
sheet  of  water.  Human  nature  was  much  the  same  then  as 
now.  A  part  of  the  Thaxter  grant  afterwards  became  the 
home  farm  of  Gen.  John  Stark,  and  was  by  him  divided  among 
-his  descendants,  and  the  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  trace  as 
far  as  practicable  the  boundary  lines  of  the  different  farms  as 
he  laid  them  out,  and  the  various  owners  thereof  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  the  southern  portion  of  his  farm  the  land  has 
been  so  subdivided  that  this  is  impossible,  but  some  of  the 
northerly  sections  can  be  traced  from  the  General  down  to 
ihe  present  owners. 

3 


4  MANCHESTER    HISTORIC    COLLECTIONS. 

ARCHIBALD    STARK. 

Archibald  Stark,  the  father  of  Gen.  John  Stark,  and  the 
ancestor  of  the  Stark  family  in  New  Hampshire,  was  born 
at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1697,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  university  of  that  city.  In  all  probability  he  was  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  German  soldiers  of  that  name,  sent  over 
to  England  by  the  Duchess  of  Burgundy  about  four  hundred 
years  ago  to  support  a  pretender  to  the  English  throne  then 
occupied  by  King  Henry  VII.  The  invading  army  was  de- 
feated and  the  survivors  fled  to  Scotland,  where  many  of  them 
settled  permanently. 

When  quite  young,  Archibald  Stark  went  with  his  father 
to  Londonderry,  in  the  north  part  of  Ireland,  where  he  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Nichols,  the  daughter  of  a  fellow  immigrant 
from  Scotland.  In  1720  he  embarked  for  America  in  com- 
pany with  many  of  his  countrymen,  and  after  a  tedious  voy- 
age, arrived  in  Boston  late  in  autumn.  Many  of  them  were 
ill  with  smallpox,  and  they  were  not  permitted  to  land,  but 
went  to  the  present  town  of  Wiscasset,  on  the  Maine  coast, 
where  they  spent  the  winter.  The  following  year  he  joined 
the  Scotch-Irish  settlers  in  our  neighboring  town  of  London- 
derry, where  he  lived  until  1736,  and  where  his  famous  son 
was  born.  During  the  latter  year  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
have  his  buildings  destroyed  by  fire,  and  instead  of  rebuilding 
there  he  came  to  Manchester  that  fall  with  his  family  and 
settled  on  the  Thaxter  grant  at  Amoskeag  falls. 

He  built  the  house  now  standing  at  the  east  end  of  the 
Amoskeag  bridge,  which  was  occupied  for  many  years  by  the 
widow  of  Jonas  Page  and  until  her  decease  during  the  past 
summer  and  where  her  daughter  still  resides. 

As  the  means  for  transporting  lumber  on  land  was  then 
very  limited,  they  cut  the  trees  for  the  frame  on  the  bluff 
just  east  of  where  the  house  stands,  hewed  them  to  the  proper 
size  and  shape,  and  rolled  them  down  the  hill  to  the  place 
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where  they  were  to  be  used.  General  Stark  was  then  but 
eight  years  old,  but  for  eighty-six  years  thereafter  Manchester 
was  his  home. 

Archibald  Stark  died  in  Manchester  in  1758  and  was  buried 
in  what  was  known  as  the  Christian  brook  cemetery,  which 
was  situated  about  where  the  north  end  of  the  Manchester  lo- 
comotive works  now  stands.  The  writer  well  remembers 
when  the  bodies  in  this  cemetery  were  removed.  The  bluff 
on  which  it  was  situated  was  some  thirty  or  more  feet  high  and 
close  to  Canal  street,  and  was  leveled  to  make  way  for  a  street 
that  was  put  through  just  north  of  the  locomotive  works  as 
then  built.  This  street  was  afterwards  discontinued  so  that 
the  locomotive  works  could  enlarge  their  plant  and  still  have 
the  same  under  one  roof.  A  low  slate  headstone  in  the  south- 
westerly corner  of  the  Valley  cemetery  marks  the  spot  where 
the  remains  of  Archibald  Stark  now  repose,  and  bears  this  in- 
scription: 

"Here  Lyes  the  Body  of  Mr. 
ARCHIBALD  STARK     HE 

DEPARTED  this  LIFE   JUNE   25th 

1758     Aged  61  years." 
gen.  john  starr. 

After  the  death  of  Archibald  Stark  his  land  was  divided 
among  his  four  sons:  William,  John,  Samuel,  and  Archibald. 
The  part  allotted  to  his  son  John  ran  from  about  where  Brook 
street  now  is  on  the  south,  to  the  river  on  the  west,  the  north 
line  of  land  now  owned  by  Charles  E.  Rowell,  George  H. 
Brown,  and  Halbert  N.  Bond  on  the  north,  and  the  original 
Chester  line  on  the  east.  This  Chester  line  was  very  near  the 
westerly  line  of  Derryfleld  park.  The  present  line  between 
Hooksett  (Hooksett  being  set  off  from  Chester  in  1822)  and 
Manchester  runs  from  a  point  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mer- 
rimack river,  near  Martin's  ferry,  in  a  southerly  direction  un- 
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til  it  comes  to  the  Hooksett  road  just  above  Campbell  street 
and  near  the  first  group  of  houses  on  the  Hooksett  road  north 
of  Dorr's  pond,  when  it  turns  sharply  to  the  east  and  con- 
tinues in  that  direction  until  it  crosses  the  old  Londonderry 
turnpike  a  short  distance  north  of  the  railroad  station  at  Lake 
Massabesic.  Originally  this  line  from  Martin's  ferry  con- 
tinued straight  on  south  from  the  point  where  it  was  deflected 
at  the  Hooksett  road,  and  passed  through  Manchester  a  little 
west  of  the  height  of  land  on  Hanover  street  hill  until 
it  reached  a  point  near  the  Elliott  hospital,  where  it  became 
very  irregular. 

The  life  of  General  Stark  is  so  well  known  that  it  would 
be  needless  to  repeat  it  here.  When  not  engaged  in  warfare 
with  the  French  and  Indians  he  lived  the  life  of  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  business  man,  and  was  honored  with  many  posi- 
tions of  trust  by  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  was  a  leading 
man  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  had  a  part  in  nearly 
all  the  town's  transactions  prior  to  the  Eevolutionary  war. 
After  the  stirring  events  of  that  war  he  was  again  actively  en- 
gaged in  peaceful  pursuits.  At  one  time  he  with  two  others 
owned  the  entire  town  of  Dunbarton,  then  known  as  Starks- 
town,  where  he  cut  off  and  sawed  into  lumber  much  of  the  old 
growth  then  standing  there. 

But  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  do  with  aught 
but  his  homestead  about  Amoskeag  falls.  As  he  got  along 
in  years,  and  the  cares  and  worries  of  his  large  estate  became 
burdensome,  he  gave  much  of  his  land  to  his  sons  and  grand- 
sons. By  far  the  larger  part  of  his  home  farm  he  gave  to  his 
son  John  and  the  children  of  John. 

JOHN    STARK,   2d. 

To  his  son  John,  2d,  the  General  gave  the  land  bounded  by 
Brook  street  on  the  south,  Webster  street  on  the  north,  and 
running  from  the  old  Chester  line  to  the  river.     This  lot  con- 
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tained  the  original  Archibald  Stark  house,  and  John  Stark, 
2d,  took  up  his  residence  therein.  This  has  come  to  be  by  far 
the  most  valuable  part  of  the  General's  estate.  Not  only  are 
there  extensive  mill  privileges  now  utilized,  but  the  locks  at 
the  falls  are  situated  on  this  section  as  well  as  many  of  the 
most  costly  residences  in  the  city.  On  this  tract  of  land,  in 
1795,  Judge  Samuel  Blodgett  built  his  house.  It  was  situ- 
ated on  the  bank  of  the  river  back  of  the  Amoskeag  paper 
mills,  and  here,  later,  Frederick  G-.  Stark  lived  and  kept  a 
store.     This  house  was  taken  down  in  1870. 

Christian  brook  runs  through  this  farm  very  near  its  south- 
ern boundary.  It  received  its  name  from  an  Indian  by  the 
name  of  Christian  who  had  his  wigwam  on  the  southern  bank. 
The  Amoskeag  Manufacturing  Company  formerly  had  a  res- 
ervoir on  this  brook  just  east  of  Elm  street  between  Pennacook 
and  Sagamore  streets,  but  late  years  this  has  been  abandoned 
and  the  brook  now  runs  in  a  culvert  nearly  its  entire  length. 

The  old  fair  grounds  formed  no  inconsiderable  part  .of  this 
farm.  Here  for  many  years  were  held  state  and  county  fairs 
and  horse  trots  innumerable,  and  on  two  occasions  at  least 
the  New  England  Agricultural  society  held  its  meeting  here. 
Of  the  old  trotting  track  but  a  single  stretch  of  about  seventy- 
five  feet  now  remains,  and  that  is  on  the  vacant  lot  on  Chest- 
nut street  next  south  of  the  Webster-street  schoolhouse. 

During  the  Civil  war  the  Fourth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  regi- 
ments of  New  Hampshire  volunteers  and  the  First  Light 
Battery  camped  on  the  fair  grounds  while  they  were  being- 
organized,  and  afterwards  the  United  States  government  es- 
tablished there  the  Webster  hospital  for  the  care  of  wounded 
soldiers,  which  was  used  as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war  and 
for  some  time  afterwards. 

The  writer  well  remembers  a  bitter  cold  winter  day  when 
Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  reviewed  the  Seventh  and  Eighth 
regiments  here  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  latter  regiment 
with  him  to  Ship  island  on  his  New  Orleans  expedition. 
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While  the  soldiers  were  encamped  here  the  water  in  the 
Amoskeag  company's  reservoir  on  Christian  hrook  was  raised, 
a  high  fence  erected  on  the  east  side  of  Elm  street  to  keep 
out  the  gaze  of  passers  by,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  various 
regiments  and  the  battery  marched  down  there  for  their  ablu- 
tions. 

The  grounds  were  divided  into  house  lots  by  the  Amoskeag 
company,  and  those  on  Elm  street  sold  at  auction  in  1877. 

The  first  house  built  on  the  fair  grounds  as  a  residence  was 
by  our  vice-president,  Josiah  Carpenter,  that  same  year,  at 
the  corner  of  Elm  and  Sagamore  streets,  and  is  the  same  one 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  him.  It  was  then  considered  so 
far  out  in  the  country  that  some  of  his  friends  told  him  he 
might  as  well  build  in  Hooksett  and  done  with  it,  but  subse- 
quent events  have  shown  that  Mr.  Carpenter's  judgment  was 
correct. 

In  1754  a  road  was  laid  out  from  Amoskeag  falls  to  Man- 
chester center  which  passed  through  a  part  of  this  farm  and 
was  known  as  the  Falls  road.  It  ran  from  the  falls  diagonally 
across  the  lot  between  Elm  and  Canal  streets,  through  the  lot 
now  occupied  by  Judge  David  Cross,  and  thence  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  through  the  Governor  Straw  lot.  The  fine 
old  elm  trees  at  the  southwest  of  Judge  Cross's  house  stood 
on  the  side  of  this  road.  The  house  that  used  to  stand  where 
the  judge's  house  now  is  was  occupied  by  James  M.  Webber 
for  many  years  and  until  it  gave  way  to  the  present  structure 
in  1869. 

The  Webber  house  was  moved  to  what  was  then  known  as 
the  sand  bank,  where  it  is  now  standing  just  north  of  Bridge 
street  and  -about  half  way  from  Elm  to  Canal  street.  At 
that  time  the  entire  tract  west  of  Elm  and  north  of  Bridge 
streets  nearly  up  to  Brook  street  was  nothing  but  sand,  the 
only  building  thereon  besides  the  Campbell  house  and  the 
locomotive  works  being  a  small  unpainted  structure,  black- 
ened with  age,  standing  out  in  the  middle  of  this  sandy  waste, 
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not  far  from  the  foot  of  Pearl  street  and  last  occupied  by 
Moses  D.  Stokes. 

On  the  Falls  road  a  small  schoolhouse  formerly  stood  just 
north  of  Christian  brook,  but  it  was  burned  down  in  August, 
1859,  and  the  scholars  transferred  to  a  room  in  the  old  Stark 
house  at  the  end  of  the  bridge,  until  the  Blodget-street  school- 
house  was  built.  This  old  schoolhouse  was  erected  by  private 
subscription  in  1795,  but  was  taken  by  the  town  some  three 
years  later. 

The  knoll  where  the  Gov.  Frederick  Smyth  house  now 
stands  was  nothing  but  a  pile  of  sand  covered  with  poplar, 
willow,  and  other  native  trees  which  thrive  in  such  places, 
arid  between  the  knoll  and  Elm  street  was  a  swamp  where  the 
boys  of  the  north  end  used  to  amuse  themselves  out  of  school 
hours  by  catching  frogs,  etc.  South  of  the  Smyth  house, 
just  across  Salmon  street,  was  quite  a  rise  of  land,  on  the  west 
slope  of  which  stood  a  fine  orchard  which  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  was  a  sore  temptation  to  the  youths  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  which  it  is  feared  they  did  not  always  withstand.  But 
now  orchard,  knoll,  and  swamp  have  disappeared,  and  nothing 
remains  to  make  the  spot  familiar  to  old  timers  except  a  few 
of  the  poplar  trees  on  the  Smyth  estate. 

As  General  Stark  advanced  in  years  he  was  unable  to  care 
for  his  property,  and  so  his  son,  John,  2d,  moved  to  the  Gen- 
eral's residence  farther  up  the  Eiver  road,  leaving  his  eldest 
daughter  Emily  and  her  husband,  John  G.  Moore,  at  the  old 
house  at  Amoskeag  falls  to  carry  on  the  farm  there.  In  1821 
John  Stark,  2d,  sold  this  place  to  George  Clark.  After  sell- 
ing a  small  parcel  on  the  east  side  of  the  River  road  to  Fred- 
erick Kimball,  Mr.  Clark  sold  the  balance  to  the  Amoskeag 
Manufacturing  company  at  the  time  they  were  acquiring  title 
to  the  land  on  this  side  of  the  river.  About  1838  Mr.  Kim- 
ball built  a  house  on  his  land  immediately  north  of  the  Fred- 
erick Smyth  lot,  which  was  long  used  as  a  tavern  and  fre- 
quented by  boatmen  on  the  river,  and  which  is  still  standing 
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and  owned  by  his  grandson,  Fred  K.  Ramsey,  to  whom  it  has 
descended.  He  also  bnilt  the  honse  now  standing  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Webster  street  and  the  River  road  and 
owned  by  Walter  M.  Parker.  Here  Samuel  Hall,  Jr.,  lived 
until  he  purchased  the  Joseph  M.  Rowell  place  on  the  west 
side  of  the  River  road,  just  north  of  Webster  street,  when  he 
moved  to  the  latter  place  and  resided  thereon  until  his  death. 
His  son,  George  E.,  now  owns  and  occupies  this  place.  It  was 
a  part  of  the  Ray  farm,  which  will  be  described  later. 

John  Stark,  2dJs,  wife  was  Polly  Huse.  His  children  seemed 
to  be  especially  favored  by  the  old  General  in  the  disposition 
of  his  home  estate,  nearly  all  receiving  a  liberal  slice  thereof. 
They  were: 

Gradus  Bdkeman,  who  married  Ann  Davis,  a  grand-aunt  of 
the  writer  hereof. 

Emily,  who  married  John  G.  Moore  and  lived  on  the  home 
place  at  the  falls. 

John,  3d,  who  married  Sallie  Pollard. 

Betsy,  who  married  Samuel  P.  Kidder  and  lived  in  the  house 
now  standing  on  Canal  street  just  south  of  the  Manchester 
Locomotive  works.  Here  their  children  were  born:  Samuel 
B.,  Elizabeth,  who  married  Nathaniel  E.  Morrill,  John  S., 
Mary  W.,  who  married  ex-Governor  Moody  Currier,  Susan  S., 
who  married  David  Palmer,  and  Joseph,  all  now  deceased,  the 
latter  being  our  vice-president  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Frederick  G.,  who  married  Nancy  Gillis. 

Mary,  who  married  Josiah  Gillis,  a  brother  to  the  wife  of 
Frederick  G. 

Susan,  who  married  John  Gamble. 

Charles,  who  married  Fannie  Kimball. 

Albert,  who  married  Susan  Russell  and  was  father  of  Fred- 
erick G.,  who  afterwards  lived  in  'Squog,  and  grandfather  of 
Frederick  R.,  the  real  estate  dealer,  Dr.  Gillis,  Dr.  Maurice  A. 
of  GofTstown,  and  Augusta,  who  married  Charles  Smith. 

Samuel,  who  married  Betsy  Griffin. 
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Caleb,  who  married  Mary  Saywood. 

Louisa,  who  married  Albert  Eoby  and  is  now  living  in  this 
city  at  the  age  of  ninety-four. 

The  two  older  ones,  Gradus  and  Emily,  were  born  at  their 
great-grandfather  Page's  house  in  Dunbarton,  while  all  the 
rest  except  Louisa,  the  youngest,  were  born  in  the  old  house 
at  the  end  of  Amoskeag  bridge.  She  was  born  in  the  Gen- 
eral's house  on  the  river  road  farther  north. 

JOHN    KAY. 

The  land  next  north  of  that  given  by  the  General  to  his  son 
John  he  gave  to  John  Eay,  whom  he  had  taken  when  a  small 
boy  and  brought  up  as  one  of  his  family.  All  the  old  settlers 
with  whom  the  writer  has  consulted  regarding  this  paper  re- 
fer to  him  as  "Johnny"  Eay.  This  lot  extended  from  Web- 
ster street  to  a  point  just  south  of  Clark's  ledge  on  the  Eiver 
road,  and  from  the  river  to  the  old  Chester  line.  The  north 
line  of  Frank  Preston's  land  on  Elm  street  is  the  north  line 
of  this  lot.  Mr.  Eay  lived  in  a  house  on  what  is  now  known 
as  Eiverside,  or  the  Colonel  Eastman  place,  about  opposite  the 
Thayer  residence.     The  old  house  has  long  since  disappeared. 

Through  this  farm  the  Eay  brook  flows.  This  brook  rises 
in  Chase's  meadow  in  Hooksett  and  flows  into  the  river  a 
short  distance  above  Amoskeag  falls.  In  the  early  days  a  saw- 
mill was  built  on  this  brook  where  Dorr's  pond  now  is,  pre- 
sumably by  Archibald  Stark  soon  after  he  moved  here,  and 
it  is  said  that  the  foundations  thereof  can  now  be  seen  at  low 
water.  There  has  been  some  controversy  as  to  whether  or 
not  this  was  the  historic  mill  shut  down  by  General  Stark 
upon  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  Lexington  fight.  There  used 
also  to  be  a  bark  mill  on  this  brook  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Eiver  road,  but  it  has  long  since  disappeared. 

"Johnny"  Eay's  children  were  James,  who  married  Maria 
Blodgett,  a  granddaughter  of  General  Stark,  Col.  John  Eay, 
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Stark  Kay,  Jere.  Kay,  Russell  Ray,  Edward  Ray,  Polly,  who 
married  Samuel  Hall,  Sr.,  Axie,  who  married  a  Whitney, 
Betsy,  who  married  Moses  Wells,  and  Sally,  who  married  Jo- 
siah  Hall.  Stark  Ray  was  the  father  of  Rev.  John  W.  Ray,  at 
one  time  principal  of  the  high  school  here  and  who  built  and 
for  many  years  owned  and  occupied  the  house  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Horace  D.  Corliss,  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  Elm  and  Webster  streets. 

During  the  latter  years  of  "Johnny"  Ray's  life  he  was  cared 
for  by  his  son,  Colonel  John,  and  at  his  death  the  property 
became  the  colonel's.  During  the  lifetime  of  the  latter  the 
estate  was  kept  practically  intact,  but  when  he  died  leaving 
no  children  it  went  to  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  chil- 
dren. Joseph  M.  Rowell,  who  married  Jeannette  Hall,  a 
granddaughter  of  Colonel  Ray  and  a  sister  of  Samuel  Hall, 
Jr.,  had  the  property  between  the  River  road  and  the  river 
and  from  Webster  street  to  the  south  line  of  Riverside.  This 
includes  the  present  estates  of  George  E.  Hall  and  Alonzo 
Elliott.  Grilman  H.  Kimball  also  purchased  of  the  Ray  heirs 
a  small  tract  on  the  east  side  of  the  River  road,  not  far  above 
Webster  street,  and  built  the  cottage  house  now  standing 
there,  into  which  he  moved  upon  his  marriage  and  where  he 
lived  for  several  years.  In  1863  Mr.  Kimball's  daughter  mar- 
ried Edwin  H.  Hobbs,  and  this  place  was  owned  and  occupied 
by  them  for  some  years.  The  Ray  heirs  also  sold  to  James  0. 
Adams,  for  a  long  time  superintendent  of  schools  in  this  city, 
a  tract  next  north  of  Riverside  and  extending  from  the  River 
road  to  the  river.  Mr.  Adams  sold  this  land  to  John  Kelley, 
whose  heirs  now  own  the  property.  The  next  land  above  the 
Kelley  land  was  purchased  by  James  0.  Clark  and  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  Wheeler  family,  who  purchased 
it  of  Mr.  Clark.  The  tract  of  land  between  Chestnut  street 
and  the  River  road  and  extending  from  the  south  line  of 
Clark's  ledge  to  Clarke  street,  was  bought  by  Samuel  Hall, 
Jr.     This   land  now  has   many  owners,    but    a  part   still   re- 
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mains  the  property  of  Mr.  Hall's  son,  George  E.,  the  well- 
known  druggist. 

On  the  Eay  farm  are  now  many  elegant  estates,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned: 

Raylrook,  situated  on  both  sides  of  Ray  brook,  between  Elm 
and  Chestnut  streets,  and  south  of  Clarke  street,  and  contains 
about  ten  acres  of  land.  This  was  a  part  of  the  estate  ac- 
quired from  the  Eay  heirs  by  Dustin  Marshall  in  1851,  and 
was  by  him  sold  to  William  C.  Clarke  in  1853.  Two  years 
later  Mr.  Clarke  built  the  house  now  standing  there  and  in 
which  he  lived  until  he  sold  to  Cyrus  Dunn  in  1867.  From 
Mr.  Dunn  the  property  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
Amoskeag  bank,  and  the  bank  sold  it  to  Henry  Chandler,  who 
resided  there  until  his  death  and  whose  heirs  now  own  the 
estate. 

Brookhurst,  the  present  home  of  Alonzo  Elliott,  comprises 
some  seven  acres  of  land  running  from  the  Eiver  road  to  the 
river,  lying  next  south  of  Eiverside,  and  through  which  Eay 
brook  flows.  This  land  was  purchased  of  Col.  Arthur  M. 
Eastman's  heirs  by  Mr.  Elliott  in  1888,  and  the  house  erected 
in  1892.  This  land  was  bought  by  Colonel  Eastman  of  Jo- 
seph M.  Eowell. 

Riverside,  the  home  of  Col.  Arthur  M.  Eastman  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  and  now  owned  by  his  grandchildren, 
was  purchased  by  him  of  Moses  Wells,  whose  wife  was  Betsy 
Eay,  a  sister  of  Colonel  John,  from  whom  she  inherited  the 
estate.  The  house  now  standing  thereon  was  erected  by  Col- 
onel Eastman  about  1860. 

Besides  the  foregoing  there  are  many  fine  residences,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  those  of  United  States  Senator 
Henry  E.  Burnham,  Street  Commissioner  George  H.  Stearns, 
Dr.  Chauncey  W.  Clement,  Dr.  H.  D.  W.  Carvelle,  Judge 
George  H.  Bingham,  Chief  Engineer  Thomas  W.  Lane,  Sen- 
ator James  Lightbody,  Dr.  Frederick  Perkins,  Alderman  Fred 
K.  Eamsey,  George  E.  Hall,  Frank  W.  Fitts,  Frank  Preston, 
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the  late  George  W.  Thayer,  and  the  late  Charles  W.  Temple. 
When  George  Clark  sold  the  John  Stark,  2d,  farm  to  the 
Amoskeag  company,  he  bought  of  John  Stark,  3d,  a  strip  of 
his  land  twenty-five  rods  wide,  lying  south  of  the  south  line 
of  Stark  park  and  running  from  the  river  to  the  Chester 
line.  On  this  land  Mr.  Clark  built  a  house  on  the  west  side 
of  the  River  road,  and  very  near  Stark  park,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death.  This  house  was  afterwards  moved  farther 
down  the  River  road  on  to  what  was  a  part  of  the  Ray  farm, 
now  the  Wheeler  land,  and  is  occupied  as  a  tenement  house, 
and  on  its  former  site  the  Davis  house  was  built.  When 
George  Clark  died  his  nephew,  James  Otis  Clark,  bought  out 
the  other  heirs,  and  most  of  that  part  of  the  farm  west  of  the 
River  road  belongs  to  his  daughter  Carlie.  That  part  of  the 
Clark  land  between  the  River  road  and  Elm  street,  except 
where  the  ledge  is,  belongs  to  Daniel  Readey,  and  the  east 
of  Elm  street  has  many  owners. 

JOHN    STARK,    3D. 

Next  north  of  the  land  given  to  John  Ray  the  General 
gave  to  his  grandson  John,  the  son  of  his  son  John.  This 
lot  ran  from  the  south  side  of  Clark's  ledge  to  what  is  now 
the  north  line  of  Stark  park,  and,  as  with  the  preceding 
grants,  from  the  river  to  the  old  Chester  line.  John  Stark, 
3d,  married  Sallie  Pollard,  and  in  1816  he  built  the  house 
on  the  River  road  at  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  A  few  years  ago,  and  just  before  her  death, 
his  daughter  Elizabeth  remodeled  the  old  house,  but  re- 
tained most  of  its  original  features.  It  is  at  present  occupied 
by  Col.  Arthur  E.  Clarke,  proprietor  of  the  Manchester  Mir- 
ror. Just  east  of  this  house,  about  on  the  site  of  the  present 
residence  of  George  E.  Gould,  John  Stark,  3d,  started  to  open 
a  ledge.  By  the  falling  of  a  derrick  his  son  Thomas  was 
killed,  thereupon  all  work  on  the  ledge  was  suspended  and 
was  never  renewed. 
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A  little  north  of  the  John  Stark,  3d,  house  on  the  Eiver 
road,  his  son,  Augustus  H.,  built  a  residence  for  himself, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  the  summer  of  1902,  and 
where  his  widow  now  resides. 

Besides  the  above  children  John  Stark,  3d,  had  a  son  Ben- 
jamin F.,  who  married  Harriett  Kimball,  and  who  received 
land  out  of  the  northerly  part  of  the  Archibald  Stark  farm. 

On  the  section  given  to  John  Stark,  3d,  was  located  the 
Stark  burying-ground,  where  rest  the  remains  of  the  general 
and  many  of  his  descendants.  It  is  situated  on  a  bluff  about 
half  way  from  the  River  road  to  the  river,  overlooking  the 
river  up  and  down  for  quite  a  distance.  On  the  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Bennington,  1829,  a  granite  obelisk  with  his 
name  inscribed  thereon  was  here  erected  to  his  memory  by 
his  family.  This  stone  was  of  Concord  granite  and  was  hewed 
and  fashioned  by  the  inmates  of  the  state  prison  at  Concord. 
Several  bills  have  been  introduced  into  Congress  appropriat- 
ing money  for  a  monument  to  be  placed  over  his  grave,  but 
for  various  reasons  they  have  all  failed  of  a  passage  by  both 
houses,  and  consequently  nothing  has  been  done. 

In  1876  Augustus  H.  and  Elizabeth  Stark,  the  surviving 
children  of  John  Stark,  3d,  gave  to  the  city  of  Manchester 
about  two  acres  of  land,  on  which  the  burying-ground  was 
located.  The  description  of  the  land  and  the  restrictions 
placed  thereon  are  as  follows: 

"Beginning  at  a  stake  standing  at  the  intersection  of  the 
northerly  line  of  Trenton  street  with  the  westerly  line  of 
Bennington  street  as  shown  on  a  map  of  the  northerly  portion 
of  Manchester,  dated  1875,  said  map  having  been  adopted  by 
the  city  councils  of  said  city,  October  19,  1875,  as  a  guide 
for  the  future  construction  of  streets  in  the  section  embraced 
within  its  limits;  thence  running  northerly  by  said  Benning- 
ton street  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  thence  westerly  by 
Princeton  street  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  thence  southerly 
by  Lexington  street  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet;  thence  east- 
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erly  by  said  Trenton  street  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  to 
the  bonnd  begun  at;  containing  eighty-seven  thousand  five 
hundred  square  feet.  The  foregoing  tract  of  land  is  known 
on  said  map  as  Monument  square,  and  contains  the  family 
burial  ground  of  Major-Gen.  John  Stark.  This  convey- 
ance is  made  upon  the  condition  that  said  city  shall  within 
three  years  from  the  date  hereof  properly  enclose  said  prem- 
ises with  a  suitable  enclosure  and  shall  thenceforth  at  all 
times  properly  secure,  protect  and  preserve  said  premises 
with  the  monuments  thereon  erected  or  that  hereafter  may 
be  erected;  and  that  said  city  shall  not  alien  or  convey  said 
premises  to  any  person  or  corporation  but  shall  forever  keep 
and  maintain  the  same  as  a  public  ground  or  square  to  be 
beautified  and  adorned  from  time  to  time  as  may  seem  prop- 
er and  reasonable;  and  said  premises  shall  never  be  occupied 
for  any  purpose  whatever  inconsistent  with  the  uses  aforesaid. 
A  burial  place  with  proper  space  for  monuments  within 
the  present  enclosure  is  hereby  reserved  for  the  following  in- 
dividuals, to  wit:  The  grantors  hereof  and  three  other  persons 
whose  near  relatives  are  now  interred  therein.  And  it  is 
further  provided  that  said  city  shall  maintain  a  suitable  en- 
closure around  the  burial  lot  upon  said  premises  or  such  en- 
closure may  be  provided  by  the  friends  of  those  interred 
therein,  the  design  or  plan  being  first  approved  by  said  city. 
Provided,  however,  that  if  it  shall  ever  be  deemed  expedient 
to  convey  said  premises  to  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  to  be 
preserved  and  protected  by  said  state,  said  city  may  convey  the 
same  to  said  state  upon  the  conditions  herein  expressed  and 
with  such  other  conditions  as  said  city  may  think  it  necessary 
to  impose.  The  right  is  hereby  granted  to  said  city  or  its 
employees  to  pass  and  repass  over  said  Princeton  street  'be- 
tween the  River  road  and  said  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  deed.  And  whenever  said 
granted  premises  shall  be  enclosed  as  herein  provided  then 
said  Princeton  street  together  with  the  streets  surrounding 
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said  square  as  indicated  on  said  map  shall  become  the  prop- 
erty of  said  city,  but  they  shall  be  used  as  public  highways 
and  for  no  other  purposes  whatever." 

Subsequently  the  entire  section  of  this  farm  from  the 
River  road  to  the  river  was  acquired  by  the  city,  the  deed 
from  the  Stark  heirs  being  dated  January  3,  1891.  It  con- 
tains about  thirty  acres,  and  is  known  as  Stark  park.  The 
three  restrictions  contained  in  this  last  mentioned  deed  are: 

First.  To  be  kept  forever  as  a  park  and  not  to  be  con- 
veyed by  said  city  unless  to  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  or 
the  United  States  for  the  same  use. 

Second.  No  buildings  to  be  erected  thereon  except  such 
as  are  appropriate  for  park  uses. 

Third.  The  city  to  expend  on  an  average  three  hundred 
dollars  a  year  on  the  same. 

Much  has  been  done  to  beautify  this  spot,  and  at  no  dis- 
tant day  it  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  our  most  valued  pos- 
sessions. Up  to  the  time  it  was  secured  by  the  city  this  land 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Stark  family  since  Archi- 
bald Stark  came  here  in  1736. 

Besides  the  houses  mentioned,  many  others  adorn  this  sec- 
tion of  land,  among  which  stand  prominently  the  residences 
of  the  late  Charles  T.  Means,  Alonzo  H.  Weston,  Charles  M. 
Floyd,  Charles  W.  Bickford,  Leander  W.  Gould,  Edwin  A. 
Stratton,  Frank  E.  Putney,  Harry  J.  Lawson,  Norwin  S. 
Bean,  Daniel  Beadey,  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Varick. 

SAMUEL   STARK. 

North  of  the  John  Stark,  3d,  land  and  east  of  the  River 
road  the  General  gave  to  his  grandson  Samuel,  a  son  of 
John,  2d.  This  ran  from  the  River  road  as  far  north  as 
Rowell  street  and  east  to  a  point  twenty-seven  rods  east  of 
Union  street.  In  1821  Samuel  Stark  built  the  house  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  heirs  of  Malachi  Dodge,  and  in 
this  house  our  honored  member,  Charles  Stark,  was  born  in 
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1822.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were  also  born  here.  They 
were  Harriett,  Jerome,  John,  Amanda,  who  married  William 
Burpee,  and  Sarah,  who  married  Capt.  Benjamin  Eichardson. 
The  General  also  gave  Samuel  as  a  part  of  his  farm  about  ten 
acres  of  land  for  a  pasture,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  adjoin- 
ing Stark  park  and  running  east  to  the  land  given  to  Susan 
Stark.  The  heirs  of  Samuel  Stark  sold  this  farm  to  George 
Aldrich  in  1843,  and  it  was  afterwards  owned  by  Phinehas 
Adams  and  John  S.  Yeaton,  the  latter  of  whom  sold  it  to  its 
present  owners,  viz.:  The  pasture  land  on  the  river  to  the 
state  of  New  Hampshire  to  become  a  part  of  the  Industrial 
school  farm,  that  part  between  the  Eiver  road  and  Union 
street  to  the  Dodge  family,  and  the  land  east  of  Union  street 
to  Horace  Willey,  who  lives  near  the  top  of  the  Union  street 
hill. 

SUSAN    (STARK)    GAMBLE, 

To  Susan,  the  daughter  of  John  Stark,  2d,  was  given  five 
acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  River  road,  adjoining 
Stark  park  on  the  north  and  running  west  to  the  land  given 
her  brother  Samuel,  and  also  five  acres  of  land  adjoining  on 
the  east  the  land  given  Samuel  east  of  Union  street.  This 
latter  piece  is  now  owned  by  the  widow  of  John  S.  Gamble 
and  occupied  by  herself  and  her  son  Charles,  and  family. 
Susan  married  John  Gamble,  and  in  1837  they  built  the 
house  on  the  River  road  piece  of  land,  where  they  afterwards 
lived.  The  timber  with  which  this  house  was  constructed 
was  cut  from  the  five  acre  lot  given  Susan,  where  the  Gam- 
bles now  live.  Susan's  heirs  sold  the  homestead  on  the  Riv- 
er road  to  John  Prince,  and  he  sold  it  to  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire  as  a  further  addition  to  the  Industrial  school 
farm.  The  children  of  John  and  Susan  Gamble  were  Elea- 
nor, John  S.,  Susan  S.,  who  married  Josiah  W.  Abbott,  and 
Archibald.  The  two  sons  are  now  deceased,  but  both  daugh- 
ters are  now  living  and  are  residents  of  this  city. 
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CHARLES    STARK. 

The  next  lot  north  was  the  General's  home  place,  and  be- 
came the  property  of  his  grandson,  Charles  Stark,  a  son  of 
John  Stark,  2d.  It  contained  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
acres  and  ran  from  the  river  to  the  Chester  line.  On  this 
place  the  General  built  his  house  in  1765,  and  here  he  lived 
until  his  death  in  1822.  The  house  was  situated  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Eiver  road  and  was  destroyed  by  fire  during 
the  winter  of  1865-66,  while  occupied  by  inmates  of  the 
Industrial  school.  The  site  of  the  old  well  was  marked  by 
Superintendent  John  C.  Ray,  and  now  is  all  that  remains  to 
show  where  the  old  hero's  house  stood.  Tradition  has  it 
that  the  wall  on  the  line  of  the  River  road  by  this  farm  was 
built  by  Revolutionary  soldiers  while  awaiting  orders  from 
General  Stark  to  proceed  to  the  front.  This  wall  on  the 
Industrial  school  part  has  been  removed,  but  on  the  Charles 
E.  Rowell  farm,  next  above,  it  still  remains. 

That  part  of  his  farm  east  of  Union  street,  comprising 
about  sixty-five  acres,  Mr.  Stark  sold  to  Luther  Campbell, 
who  now  owns  the  same.  The  house  on  this  farm,  occupied 
by  Mr.  Campbell  for  many  years,  situated  on  Union  street 
next  above  the  house  of  Horace  Willey,  formerly  stood  where 
the  Elm  house  at  Martin's  ferry  is  now  situated,  but  was  moved 
to  its  present  location  by  Mr.  Campbell  many  years  ago. 

In  1855  Mr.  Stark  sold  for  ten  thousand  dollars  that  part 
of  his  farm  lying  west  of  Union  street,  containing  about  one 
hundred  acres,  to  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  as  a  site  for  a 
proposed  reform  school.  The  building  was  begun  in  the 
spring  of  1856  and  finished  in  the  fall  of  1857  at  a  cost  of 
thirty-four  thousand  dollars.  Subsequently  the  land  given  by 
General  Stark  to  his  grandson  Samuel,  on  the  bank  of  the  riv- 
er for  a  pasture,  was  purchased  by  the  state  for  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  thus  the  whole  cost  was  forty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars.    The  house  was  dedicated  in  May,  1858.     This  building 
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was  burned  December  20,  I860,  and  the  children  were  removed 
to  the  General  Stark  homestead  and  the  G-amble  honse  until 
the  present  structure  was  ready  for  occupancy.  The  super- 
intendents of  the  school  have  been  Brooks  Shattuck,  Isaac  H. 
Jones,  Edward  Ingham,  John  C.  Eay,  and  Tom  W.  Robinson, 
the  present  incumbent. 

The  idea  of  a  reform  school  appears  to  have  originated  with 
an  eccentric  character  well  known  to  the  earlier  inhabitants 
of  our  city,  James  McK.  Wilkins.  He  was  a  lawyer  and  poli- 
tician of  local  repute,  and  for  years  (had  an  office  in  what  was 
known  as  the  "old  ark,"  a  building  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Elm  and  Amherst  streets.  By  frugality  and  strict  attention 
to  business  he  amassed  quite  a  fortune.  He  was  a  single  man, 
lived  in  his  office,  boarded  himself  much  of  the  time,  and  when 
not  doing  so  patronizing  only  the  cheapest  restaurants  and 
boarding  houses.  By  his  will  his  property  was  left  to  the  state 
of  New  Hampshire  for  a  reform  school,  and  from  then  until 
now  the  state  has  received  an  annual  income  from  his  bequest. 
His  remains  now  lie  in  a  triangular  lot  in  the  Valley  cemetery,, 
his  monument  is  triangular  and  the  lot  enclosed  in  a  triangu- 
lar iron  fence  without  gate  or  other  entrance. 

After  selling  his  farm  to  the  state  Charles  Stark  bought  of 
the  Amoskeag  company  a  small  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side 
of  the  River  road,  about  opposite  the  Frederick  Kimball  tav- 
ern, and  here  he  built  the  house  in  which  he  lived  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  It  stands  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Webster  street  and  the  River  road,  and  is  owned  by  Eugene 
S.  Whitney  and  occupied  by  Harry  G.  Clough.  Mr.  Stark's 
only  child  was  Augusta,  who  married  N".  P.  Whittemore,  and 
after  her  decease  her  heirs  sold  this  estate  to  Mr.  Whitney. 

FREDERICK   G.    STARK. 

The  Charles  Stark  part  of  the  General's  farm  was  only 
about  half  as  wide  on  the  east  side  of  the  River  road  as  on  the 
west,  the  north  part  of  the  land  east  of  the  road  being  given 
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to  Frederick  G.  Stark,  a  brother  of  Charles.  This  was  also 
bounded  east  by  the  Chester  line.  George  Clark  bought  this 
land  of  Frederick  G.,  and  his  heirs  sold  that  part  between 
Union  street  and  the  River  road  to  Hoyt  &  Palmer,  the  pres- 
ent owners,  and  the  part  east  of  Union  street  to  Arah  W.  Pres- 
cott  of  Hooksett,  who  has  built  streets  through  to  the  Hook- 
sett  road  and  laid  the  land  out  into  houselots. 

GRADUS    B.    STARK. 

To  Gradus  Bakeman  Stark,  the  oldest  son  of  John  Stark, 
2d,  was  given  the  next  piece  north  of  the  land  of  Charles  and 
Frederick  G.,  and  was  the  remainder  of  the  General's  home 
farm.  It  was  forty-five  rods  wide  and  ran  easterly  from  the 
river  three  hundred  and  fifty  rods  to  the  old  Chester  line.  In 
the  language  of  a  deed  of  this  land  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  writer  the  easterly  bound  is  "a  stake  and  stones  standing 
twenty-eight  feet  easterly  of  a  small  brook."  The  "small 
brook"  referred  to  is  Ray  brook,  and  the  "stake  and  stones" 
would  be  about  where  the  Hooksett  line  extended  would  come 
In  1812  Gradus  Stark  built  his  house  on  the  east  side  of  the 
River  road  and  very  near  his  southern  boundary,  and  here  for 
a  time  the  district  school  was  kept. 

This  farm  afterwards  passed  into  the  hands  of  Matthew 
Kennedy,  then  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town,  and  was  by 
him  sold  to  Capt.  John  P.  Rowell  in  1842,  who  occupied  the 
place  for  the  twenty-six  following  years.  Mr.  Rowell  sold  that 
part  east  of  Union  street  to  John  and  Luther  Campbell,  which, 
after  passing  through  the  hands  of  J.  C.  H.  Vance,  Olive  M. 
Winegar,  James  G.  Warner,  George  W.  Whitford,  and  Dr. 
Clarence  M.  Dodge,  is  now  the  property  of  Halbert  1ST.  Bond. 
He  also  sold  the  north  half  of  the  farm  west  of  the  River  road 
to  Abel  M.  and  Charles  C.  Kenniston,  who  built  the  house 
now  standing  thereon.  The  subsequent  owners  of  the  Ken- 
niston land  have  been  Ephraim  K.  Rowell,  John  R.  Hanson, 
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Rollin  C.  Dustin,  Lizzie  Brock  way,  C.  H.  Spollett,  and  George 
H.  Brown,  and  in  the  order  named. 

]n  1868  John  P.  Powell  sold  what  remained  of  his  farm  to 
his  son,  Ephraim  K.,  who,  in  1876,  took  down  the  house  built 
by  Gradus  Stark  and  erected  on  the  same  site  the  one  now 
standing,  which  he  occupied  until  his  death  in  1896  and  which 
is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  Charles  E   Kowell. 

The  section  of  this  farm  between  Elm  and  Union  streets 
is  now  owned  by  George  H.  Brown,  the  president  of  our  board 
of  trade,  who  has  graded  streets  and  laid  out  lots  thereon,  and 
named  the  place  Pine  Crest. 

VALUATION. 

To  show  the  difference  in  value  of  this  whole  farm  when 
General  Stark  took  it  in  comparison  with  what  it  is  now  worth, 
the  writer  has  conferred  with  assessors,  real  estate  dealers, 
and  others  supposed  to  be  good  judges  of  the  value  of  such 
real  estate,  and  the  consensus  of  opinion  appears  to  be  that  it 
is  now  worth  about  three  and  a  half  million  dollars.  By  the 
first  recorded  tax  list  of  the  town  (1765)  and  after  General 
Stark  had  come  into  possession  of  this  estate,  composed  most- 
ly of  sand  banks  and  swamps,  his  tax  amounted  to  a  little  less 
than  six  dollars.  If  that  had  been  the  amount  of  his  tax  bill 
in  1903  the  assessors  could  have  found  less  than  three  hun- 
dred dollars  to  tax  him  for.  Did  he  own  this  property  today 
he  would  be  asked  to  contribute  over  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  help  support  our  city,  county,  and  state.     Happy  man! 
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